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Adel Abidin
Born Baghdad, Iraq, 1973
Lives and works in Helsinki, Finland

Education
2007	 MFA — Helsinki Academy of Fine Arts, Finland
2000	 BFA — Academy of Fine Arts in Baghdad, Iraq

Selected Solo Exhibitions
2025 	 WHAT REMAINS. Galerie Tanit, Beirut, Lebanon
2024	 THE REVOLT. Forum Box Gallery, Helsinki, Finland
2023	 ON. Ithra Art Prize Winner — King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture, Saudi Arabia
2022	 THEY ASKED ME TO CHANGE IT AND I AGREED. Mathaf, Museum’s Facade. Doha, Qatar
	 MUSICAL MANIFEST. Flow Festival, Circus space, Suvilahti, Helsinki, Finland
2019	 BACK TO THE FUTURE. Dar El-Nimer For Arts & Culture, Beirut, Lebanon
	 YA! Galerie Tanit, Beirut, Lebanon
2018	 HISTORY WIPES. Ateneum Art Museum, National Gallery, Helsinki, Finland
2016	 MICHEAL. Saw Gallery, Ottawa, Canada
	 COVER UP!, MICHAEL & THREE LOVE SONGS. Fotogalleriet & Oslo Central Station, Oslo, Norway
2014	 LIFE IS SHORT, LET’S HAVE AN AFFAIR. MUU — Media Art Association Gallery, Helsinki, Finland
	 COVER UP! Flow Festival, Helsinki, Finland
2013	 I LOVE TO LOVE. Forum Box Gallery, Helsinki, Finland
	 PLAN B. Maraya art center, Sharjah, UAE
	 SYMPHONY. Lawrie Shabibi gallery, Dubai, UAE
	 CAMEL TOE. Turku Art Museum, Turku, Finland
2012	 MEMORIAL. Espace Croise, Roubaix, France
	 CONSUMPTION OF WAR. Kunsthalle Winterthur, Winterthur, Switzerland
	 SYMPHONY & THREE LOVE SONGS. Arter, Space For Art, Istanbul, Turkiye
2011	 I’M SORRY. Darat Al Funun  — The Khalid Shoman Foundation, Amman, Jordan
	 MUSICAL CHAIRS. Anne de Villepoix Gallery, Paris, France
	 PING PONG. Galeri Zilberman, Istanbul, Turkiye
	 Wharf. Centre d’Art Contemporain de Basse, Normandy, France
2010	 MEMORIAL. KIASMA — Museum of Contemporary Art, Helsinki, Finland
	 TASTY. The Da2 — Centre of Contemporary Art, Salamanca, Spain
	 I’M SORRY, TASTY & FOAM. Location One Gallery, New York, USA

Selected Group Exhibitions
2025	 Hybrid Vistas. NIKA Project Space, Dubai, UAE
2024	 Drift (Triptych). ATHR Gallery — Riyadh Art Week, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
	 SAVVY Contemporary — The Laboratory of Form Ideas, Berlin, Germany
	 Common Grounds. Beneath the Gaze of the Palms, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
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	 Cairo Video Festival, Cairo, Egypt
	 Galerie Tanit | 17th edition Art Dubai, Dubai, UAE
	 ISAW — Institute for the Study of the Ancient World, New York, USA
2023	 Turku Art Museum, Turku, Finland
	 The Nordic House, Reykjavik, Iceland
	 B7L9 — Center for Contemporary Arts, Tunis
2022	 Flow festival, Helsinki, Finland
	 HKW — The Haus Der Kulturen Der Welt — screening, Berlin, Germany
2021	 SAVVY Contemporary — The Laboratory of Form — Ideas, Berlin, Germany
	 NTMFA —The National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts. Taiwan
2020	 Loop Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain
	 IVAM — Institut Valencià d’art Modern, Valencia
2019	 Seoul Museum of Art, South Korea
	 Dar El-Nimer for Arts & Culture, Beirut, Lebanon
	 Emma — Espoo Museum of Modern Art, Finland
	 Yinchuan Museum of Contemporary Art, China
	 Halle 14, Leipzig, Germany
2018	 ICAE2018 — Sound-lines of Contemporary Art, Armenia
	 MAXXI Museum, Rome, Italy
	 Darat Al-Funun, The Khalid Shoman Foundation, Amman, Jordan
2017	 The 7th Moscow Biennial, Moscow, Russia
	 NGV Triennial. National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, Australia
	 FOR-SITE Foundation, San Fransisco, USA
	 BOZAR — Centre of Art, Brussels, Belgium
	 Kunstverein Tiergarten — Galerie Nord, Berlin, Germany
	 GUS — gallery university Stellenbosch, South Africa
	 Kunstram Kreuzberg — Bethanien, Berlin, Germany
	 ICI — Institut des Cultiral d’Islam, Paris, France
2016	 Centro Cultural Matucana 100, Santiago, Chile
	 Vanhaerents Art Collection, Brussels, Belgium
	 Short Film Program — Film Sector, Art Basel, Hong Kong
	 Art Dubai Cinema, Dubai, UAE
2015	 56th Venice Biennale — International Exhibition, Palazzo Franchetti, Venice, Italy
	 56th Venice biennale — Iranian pavilion, Venice, Italy
	 5th Guangzhou Triennial — The Guangdong Museum of Art, Guangzhou, China
	 BWA SOKOL Contemporary Art Gallery, Nowy Sacz, Poland
	 Aga Khan Museum, Toronto, Canada
	 International Performance Art Festival, Chicago, Illinois, USA
	 Lawrie Shabibi — Contemporary Art Gallery, Dubai, UAE
	 KIASMA — Museum of Contemporary Art, Helsinki, Finland
	 Barjeel Art Foundation, Sharjah, UAE
	 Lajevardi Collection, Tehran, Iran
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2014	 Louisiana Museum of Modern Art, Denmark
	 The Gwangju museum of art, South Korea
	 National gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, Australia
	 Fondation Boghossian, Villa Empain, Brussels, Belgium
	 The Jerusalem Show VII, Jerusalem
	 104 Le Cenquatre, Paris, France
	 New Museum, New York, USA
	 MACRO — Museum of Contemporary Art, Rome, Italy
2013	 Hauser & Wirth Gallery, London, UK
	 TANAS — Art Space And The Neuer Berliner Kunstvereinin, Berlin, Germany
	 Mori Art Museum, Tokyo, Japan
	 SAM — Singapore Art Museum, Singapore
	 Museum of Anthropology, Vancouver, Canada
	 Mead gallery — Warwick Arts Centre, UK
2012	 Kunstraum Kreuzberg, Berlin, Germany
	 Havremagasinet as Art Museum, Boden, Sweden
	 Mori Art Museum, Tokyo, Japan
	 BrotKunsthalle, Vienna
	 Arter — Space for Art, Istanbul, Turkiye
	 Internationale Kurzfilmtage, Winterthur, Switzerland
2011	 54th Venice Biennale — Iraq Pavilion, Venice, Italy
	 10th Sharjah Biennial, Sharjah, UAE
	 SKMU — Sørlandets Kunstmuseum, Kristiansand, Norway
	 Center for Contemporary Arts — Celje, Slovenia
	 MOCCA, Toronto, Canada
	 Vejle Art Museum, Denmark
	 Sergey Kuryokhin Contemporary Art Center, St. Petersburg, Russia
2010	 17th Biennial of Sydney, Sydney, Australia
	 MATHAF — Museum of Modern Arab Art, Doha, Qatar

Awards and grants
2025	 TAIKE — Art Promotion Centre — Five years working grant, Helsinki, Finland
2024	 SKR — Finnish Cultural Foundation — Project Grant, Helsinki, Finland
2023	 Ithra Art Prize — King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture, Saudi Arabia
	 The Nordic House — Project commission, Reykjavik — Iceland
2022	 Alumni of the year — University of The Arts, Helsinki, Finland
	 SKR — Finnish Cultural Foundation — Two years working grant, Helsinki, Finland
2021	 Saastamoisen Foundation — Project Grant, Espoo, Finland
2020	 QM — Qatar Museums Authority — Art22 — Project commission, Doha, Qatar
	 AVEK — Promotion For Audiovisual Culture — Project grant, Helsinki, Finland
	 TAIKE — Art Promotion Centre — Covid support grant, Helsinki, Finland
2019	 Rosa Luxembourg Stiftung — Beirut — Project commission, Beirut, Lebanon
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2018	 QM — Qatar Museums Authority — Project commission, Doha, Qatar
2017	 AVEK — Promotion For Audiovisual Culture — Project grant, Helsinki, Finland
2015	 Finland Prize For Visual Arts — Finnish Ministry of Culture & Education, Finland
2012	 TAIKE — Art Promotion Centre — Five years working grant, Helsinki, Finland
2011	 Ars Fennica Nominee, Helsinki, Finland
	 AVEK — Promotion For Audiovisual Culture — Project grant, Helsinki, Finland
	 SKR — Finnish Cultural Foundation — Three years working grant, Helsinki, Finland
2010	 Swedish Cultural Fund, Project grant, Helsinki, Finland
	 AVEK — Promotion For Audiovisual Culture — Project grant, Helsinki, Finland


